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The Legislature’s Planning Committee serves a vital role in the Nebraska Unicameral. In 
an era of term limits, the Planning Committee provides future-focused, data-driven 
research for senators to use in crafting smart, effective policies.  
 
The 2015 Database Update continues to highlight nine key benchmarks – Economy, 
Agriculture, Natural Resources, State and Local Government, Education, Health and 
Human Services, Public Safety, Transportation, and Telecommunications – that give a 
well-rounded picture of the state’s strengths, struggles, and opportunities.  
 
The Planning Committee owes a debt of gratitude to Dr. John Bartle and Jerry Deichert, 
who have worked tirelessly since the Committee’s founding to ensure the best, most 
accurate data is provided to Nebraska’s policymakers. Thanks are also in order for the 
staffers and students at the University of Nebraska-Omaha’s College of Public Affairs 
and Community Service, as well as the other professors and researchers who have 
worked with the Committee over the years.  
 
I hope the data in this update will inform and inspire ever better policy decisions and 
discussions in Nebraska. The Planning Committee’s collection of studies and data 
resources will only continue to grow, and I trust that Nebraska’s policymakers will 






Senator Tanya Cook 





















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































United States    $233,586,810   
Iowa    $18,481,647  2 
Nebraska    $15,658,780  3 
Kansas    $13,323,223  5 
Minnesota    $9,575,431  8 
Missouri    $6,296,770  11 
Colorado    $5,801,104  14 
South Dakota    $5,083,923  17 
North Dakota    $1,797,482  34 





United States    $194,876,666   
Iowa    $13,150,015  3 
Minnesota    $9,535,487  4 
Nebraska    $9,001,116  5 
North Dakota    $6,250,723  9 
South Dakota    $5,550,894  11 
Missouri    $4,896,501  13 
Kansas    $4,815,266  14 
Colorado    $1,976,973  29 















































































































United States    $9,766,850   
Nebraska    $697,637  3 
Kansas    $665,466  4 
Missouri     $510,195  5 
South Dakota    $458,833  6 
Iowa    $450,438  7 
Colorado    $285,927  10 
Minnesota    $261,397  12 
North Dakota    $217,242  16 




















































































































United States    $78,739,184    
Nebraska    $5,225,599   2 
Iowa    $4,736,540   3 
Minnesota    $3,532,307   5 
Missouri    $2,162,490   12 
South Dakota    $1,709,105   18 
Kansas    $1,572,686   21 
Colorado    $506,257   32 
North Dakota    $312,454   36 




























































































































1. Cattle and calves    $12,854,372    52.0%    15.8% 
2. Corn    $6,146,169    24.9%    11.4% 
3. Soybeans    $2,960,352    12.0%    7.2% 
4. Hogs    $1,031,039    4.2%    3.9% 
5. Wheat    $370,136    1.5%    3.1% 





1. Soybeans    $1,728.60  5 
2. Corn    $1,212.40  3 
3. Beef and veal    $1,128.70  1 
4. Feeds and other feed grains    $1,007.70  3 
5. Soybean meal    $397.60  5 















United States    938.3    922.1  914.5  NA ‐2.5% 
Colorado 31.1 31.6  31.9  5 2.6% 
Iowa 31.7 30.7  30.6  6 ‐3.5% 
Kansas 47.2 46.3  46.1  1 ‐2.3% 
Minnesota 27.5 26.9  26.0  9 ‐5.4% 
Missouri 29.9 29.0  28.3  8 ‐5.6% 
Nebraska 45.9 45.5  45.3  2 ‐1.2% 
North Dakota    39.3 39.7  39.3  4 ‐0.1% 
South Dakota    43.8 43.7  43.3  3 ‐1.2% 







United States    2,128,982    2,204,792    2,109,303
Missouri 106,797 107,825 99,171  1 
Iowa 90,655 92,856 88,637  2 
Minnesota 80,839 80,992 74,542  3 
Kansas 64,414 65,531 61,773  4 
Nebraska 49,355 47,712 49,969  5 
Colorado 31,369 37,054 36,180  6 
South Dakota 31,736 31,169 31,989  7 
North Dakota 30,619 31,970 30,961  8 



























United States 441 418  434 3.8% 
Wyoming 3,651 2,726  2,587  1 ‐5.1% 
South Dakota 1,380 1,410  1,352  2 ‐3.5% 
North Dakota    1,283 1,241  1,268  3 2.2% 
Nebraska 930 953  907  4  ‐4.8% 
Colorado 991 853  881  5 3.3% 
Kansas 733 707  747  6 5.7% 
Minnesota 340 332  349  7 5.1% 
Iowa 350 331  345  8 4.2% 



















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































United States    4.4%   
Colorado    6.2%    1 
Wyoming    5.6%    6 
North Dakota    4.8%    12 
Minnesota    4.0%    29 
Missouri    3.6%    37 
Nebraska    3.5%    40 
Iowa    3.2%    45 
South Dakota    2.0%    50 
































































































































United States    0.8%   
Nebraska    7.0%  1 
South Dakota    6.9%  2 
Iowa    5.3%  3 
North Dakota    3.2%  5 
Kansas    2.3%  7 
Minnesota    1.6%  11 
Missouri    1.5%  12 
Wyoming    1.0%  18 




















































































































United States    17.2%   
Missouri    19.5%  19 
Iowa    16.7%  29 
Minnesota    16.0%  33 
Kansas    15.6%  35 
South Carolina    15.1%  38 
Nebraska    14.3%  42 
Colorado    13.0%  48 
North Dakota    12.2%  50 





































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































United States    12.0   
North Dakota    5.4  1 
South Dakota    6.4  2 
Nebraska    7.0  3 
Wyoming    7.5  4 
Minnesota    8.7  7 
Iowa    8.8  8 
Kansas    9.1  10 
Colorado    9.4  11 












































































































































































































































































































































































































































































United States  $181,200  $53,657  3.38   
Colorado  $255,200  $58,823  4.34  9 
Wyoming  $201,000  $58,752  3.42  26 
Minnesota  $188,300  $60,702  3.10  33 
Missouri  $138,500  $46,931  2.95  36 
South Dakota  $142,300  $48,947  2.91  38 
North Dakota  $161,800  $55,759  2.90  39 
Nebraska  $133,800  $51,440  2.60  48 
Kansas  $132,100  $50,972  2.59  49 











































































































State  2015  2014  2013 
Nebraska  3  4  6 
North Dakota  4  10  2 
Colorado  5  8  5 
South Dakota  9  11  11 
Minnesota  13  6  8 
Iowa  14  12  12 
Kansas  21  15  17 
Missouri  26  23  30 
Wyoming  27  21  23 
Source: Forbes.com; prepared by UNO Center for Public Affairs Research, October 2015 
America’s Top States for Business Overall Ranking, Regional Comparison: 2013‐2015 
  2015  2014  2013 
Minnesota   1  6  15 
Colorado  4  8  7 
North Dakota   6  10  3 
Nebraska   7  4  4 
Iowa   10  12  11 
South Dakota   11  11  1 
Wyoming   18  21  9 
Kansas   24  15  14 










United States    10.2   
Colorado    11.9  4 
North Dakota    11.4  5 
Missouri    10.5  14 
Wyoming    10.2  19 
South Dakota    9.2  28 
Minnesota    9.0  32 
Nebraska    8.7  38 
Kansas    8.6  41 




































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Colorado  14.2%    7 
Minnesota  11.4%    17 
Kansas  11.3%    19 
Missouri  10.4%    25 
Nebraska  9.4%    36 
Iowa  9.1%    39 
Wyoming  9.0%    40 
South Dakota  7.7%    48 




























































































































































Colorado   5  9  8  23  14  12 
Minnesota   6  11  18  2  16  16 
Missouri   23  24  21  20  23  24 
Iowa   24  27  28  31  28  29 
Kansas   30  29  30  6  30  31 
Nebraska   32  40  34  19  35  37 
South Dakota   41  46  46  27  49  49 
North Dakota   44  49  47  15  48  47 









Colorado  6  7  9  3  1 
Minnesota  13  13  13  0  0 
Kansas  31  29  26  ‐5  ‐2 
Missouri  33  33  33  0  0 
Nebraska  35  35  34  ‐1  0 
North Dakota  36  34  36  0  ‐2 
Iowa  37  38  38  1  1 
South Dakota  42  43  45  3  1 






























































































































































United States    1,545,535   1,497,499    1,105,035  74%   
Nebraska    11,478    10,353    8,241  80%  16 
North Dakota    6,502    3,919    3,105  79%  18 
Iowa    20,223    13,527    10,570  78%  19 
Kansas    15,577    13,726    10,654  78%  19 
Missouri    30,048    26,308    19,719  75%  28 
South Dakota    5,850    4,629    3,366  73%  31 
Colorado    24,081    25,037    16,744  67%  35 
Minnesota    25,208    30,495    17,905  59%  38 
Wyoming    1,488    1,428    777  54%  42 
           
  Migration of Students     
  Out of state  Into state  Net     
United States    392,464    440,500    48,036     
Nebraska    2,112    3,237    1,125     
North Dakota    814    3,397    2,583     
Iowa    2,957    9,653    6,696     
Kansas    3,072    4,923    1,851     
Missouri    6,589    10,329    3,740     
South Dakota    1,263    2,484    1,221     
Colorado    8,293    7,337    ‐956     
Minnesota    12,590    7,303    ‐5,287     




























































































United States    17,165,294    690,275  4.0%  50.8% 
Colorado    269,002    12,933  4.8%  12  46.3% 
Missouri    319,919    13,717  4.3%  19  46.4% 
South Dakota    48,631    2,061  4.2%  20  41.2% 
North Dakota    42,111    1,777  4.2%  21  33.8% 
Kansas    164,720    5,986  3.6%  35  54.4% 
Iowa    178,132    5,897  3.3%  38  46.7% 
Minnesota    285,864    8,191  2.9%  42  34.6% 
Nebraska    103,876    2,647  2.5%  46  39.6% 



























United States  3,854,938  47.1%    58.1%   
Colorado  71,129  53.5%  8  61.8%  20 
Iowa  39,039  49.7%  15  71.5%  6 
South Dakota  11,116  44.8%  27  71.8%  5 
Kansas  35,929  44.5%  28  59.9%  24 
Minnesota  62,433  43.6%  30  64.3%  15 
Missouri  65,729  43.1%  32  51.9%  41 
Nebraska  20,883  40.0%  42  59.5%  26 
Wyoming  6,094  37.9%  46  55.8%  33 








United States  52,207,434  89.3%   
North Dakota  112,194  92.6%  4 
Wyoming  95,514  92.2%  7 
Colorado  888,216  91.4%  11 
South Dakota  145,189  90.5%  15 
Iowa  517,514  90.0%  20 
Minnesota  908,258  89.0%  27 
Nebraska  326,716  88.5%  33 
Kansas  505,352  88.4%  36 





































































































































































United States  $17,474  $16,805    
Colorado  $18,052  $17,161  21 
Minnesota  $17,998  $17,354  22 
Iowa  $16,358  $15,663  27 
Missouri  $16,236  $15,665  28 
Nebraska  $15,291  $14,577  35 
Kansas  $13,901  $13,432  41 
South Dakota  $13,858  $13,327  42 
North Dakota  $13,210  $12,846  47 







United States  $2,792  $2,652    
Minnesota  $5,362  $5,195  3 
South Dakota  $5,066  $4,802  4 
Iowa  $4,099  $3,998  8 
North Dakota  $4,048  $3,994  11 
Colorado  $3,004  $3,484  31 
Missouri  $2,716  $2,600  36 
Kansas  $2,621  $2,601  40 
Nebraska  $2,594  $2,470  41 











United States   18,797,191  70.5%   
Wyoming  32,765  96.5%  1 
North Dakota  47,587  87.9%  7 
South Dakota  48,154  79.6%  16 
Kansas  204,705  78.9%  19 
Colorado  318,422  73.1%  27 
Nebraska  121,927  70.5%  30 
Iowa  267,538  57.9%  39 
Minnesota  409,674  57.5%  41 










United States    $261,153,244  $826.10  ‐‐ 
North Dakota    $980,924  $1,356.00  1 
Wyoming    $733,222  $1,258.41  4 
Iowa    $3,554,648  $1,150.22  7 
Nebraska    $2,014,872  $1,078.33  9 
Kansas    $3,053,623  $1,055.17  11 
Colorado    $4,662,517  $885.00  24 
Minnesota    $4,648,241  $857.55  29 
South Dakota    $652,450  $772.24  34 









United States    3,773,914    1,840,164 
Colorado    65,750    32,446 
Iowa    75,372    41,447 
Kansas    38,368    19,622 
Minnesota    85,005    36,326 
Missouri    86,043    40,963 
Nebraska    26,583    14,119 
North Dakota    10,510    5,983 
South Dakota    10,098    5,641 































United States  221    67.2%    34.0%    8.0%   
Colorado  227  10  74.1%  10  40.6%  9  10.3%  9 
Iowa  224  20  71.7%  17  38.0%  14  8.9%  15 
Kansas  223  22  71.3%  19  37.6%  16  8.0%  27 
Minnesota  227  9  74.0%  11  41.5%  8  10.4%  8 
Missouri  222  27  69.7%  27  35.1%  26  7.4%  30 
Nebraska  223  23  71.0%  21  37.1%  19  8.3%  22 
North Dakota  224  18  73.1%  14  34.0%  29  5.6%  44 
South Dakota  218  37  65.8%  34  32.0%  35  6.1%  40 






















United States  266    76.6%    34.3%    n.a.  n.a. 
Colorado  271  11  81.3%  12  39.8%  11  n.a.  n.a. 
Iowa  269  19  81.2%  13  36.7%  19  n.a.  n.a. 
Kansas  267  28  78.2%  25  35.8%  25  n.a.  n.a. 
Minnesota  271  10  81.7%  9  40.5%  9  n.a.  n.a. 
Missouri  267  26  78.4%  24  35.8%  26  n.a.  n.a. 
Nebraska  269  16  80.9%  15  36.7%  20  n.a.  n.a. 
North Dakota  268  22  80.9%  16  34.2%  30  n.a.  n.a. 
South Dakota  268  21  80.8%  18  35.5%  27  n.a.  n.a. 


































United States  241    82.2%    41.3%    7.6%   
Colorado  247  6  87.0%  12  49.9%  6  10.6%  6 
Iowa  246  14  86.6%  14  47.7%  12  9.4%  11 
Kansas  246  11  89.0%  7  47.6%  13  7.7%  22 
Minnesota  253  1  90.1%  4  59.4%  1  15.8%  1 
Missouri  240  38  82.7%  33  38.7%  39  5.3%  41 
Nebraska  243  23  84.4%  22  44.7%  22  8.0%  21 
North Dakota  246  9  89.2%  6  48.0%  9  7.4%  24 
South Dakota  241  30  84.2%  23  40.4%  30  5.3%  42 






















United States  284    73.1%    34.4%    8.3%   
Colorado  290  8  77.0%  20  41.9%  6  12.1%  5 
Iowa  285  24  75.8%  22  35.8%  27  7.2%  23 
Kansas  290  11  79.2%  10  40.5%  10  9.9%  18 
Minnesota  295  5  82.5%  4  47.2%  3  14.5%  3 
Missouri  283  30  74.1%  26  32.6%  32  6.6%  32 
Nebraska  285  25  76.2%  21  35.6%  28  7.0%  35 
North Dakota  291  6  82.0%  6  40.6%  9  8.4%  21 
South Dakota  287  19  78.7%  13  38.4%  15  7.4%  19 















United States     $12,010    
Wyoming    $18,382  5 
Nebraska    $13,142  17 
North Dakota    $13,026  19 
Minnesota    $12,515  20 
Iowa    $12,078  21 
Kansas    $11,840  26 
Missouri    $10,876  31 
South Dakota    $10,155  39 






2008  2009  2010  2011  2012  2013
Less than high school 
diploma   2,797   6,210    2,442   1,829    ‐3,828   1,376
High school graduate   1,376   3,473    1,555    989    1,336   -153
  Subtotal   4,173   9,683    3,997   2,818    ‐2,492   1,223
Some college but no 
degree   1,537   2,729    380   1,342    729   746
Associate degree    ‐346    ‐67    1,562  ‐1,429    729   746
Bachelor’s degree   2,266    ‐258    3,651    ‐986    945   -963
Graduate or 
Professional Degree    876    ‐782    ‐465  ‐1,709    3,037   -3,717
  Subtotal   2,796  ‐1,107    4,748  ‐4,124    ‐1,298   1,484



























































































Minnesota  1  1  7 
Colorado  8  4  20 
Iowa  9  13  1 
Nebraska  13  20  16 
South Dakota  15  24  27 
North Dakota  26  33  10 
Kansas  28  17  13 
Wyoming   28  16  35 























































































































































































































2005  26,142  18,627  71.3% 
2006  26,723  19,096  71.5% 
2007  26,935  19,721  73.2% 
2008  26,992  19,464  72.1% 
2009  26,931  19,382  72.0% 
2010  25,916  18,979  73.2% 
2011  25,722   19,054   74.1% 
2012  25,939   19,131   73.8% 
2013  26,094  19,541  74.9% 
























2005  26,142  2,175  8.3% 
2006  26,723  2,143  8.0% 
2007  26,935  2,303  8.6% 
2008  26,992  2,311  8.6% 
2009  26,931  2,236  8.3% 
2010  25,916  1,975  7.6% 
2011  25,722  1,745  6.8% 
2012  25,939  1,688  6.5% 
2013  26,904  1,564  6.0% 




















































































































































  2015  2014  2013  2012 
Total   Adults  Children  Total  Total  Total 
United States  3,030,871     718,252    2,312,619    3,406,751   3,712,912    4,016,608  
Colorado    44,597     13,235     31,362     45,307     41,413     37,039  
Iowa    27,925     7,450     20,475     31,605     36,653     40,321  
Kansas    13,998     3,502     10,496     16,248     19,324     25,702  
Minnesota    43,573     9,177     34,396     42,961     45,851     47,974  
Missouri    58,105     17,200     40,905     64,045     74,314     81,997  
Nebraska    10,374     1,457     8,917     11,158     12,543     13,191  
North Dakota    2,871     525     2,346     3,163     3,529     4,060  
South Dakota    5,899     629     5,270     6,135     6,340     6,685  

















































FY 2005  $365.0   $566.6   $104.1   $360.9   $1,396.6  
FY 2006  $356.2   $580.6   $102.0   $392.1   $1,430.9  
FY 2007  $333.4   $586.0   $105.2   $414.2   $1,438.8  
FY 2008  $341.1   $610.6   $105.5   $439.5   $1,496.8  
FY 2009  $345.6   $639.8   $108.7   $444.4   $1,538.4  
FY 2010  $347.3   $655.3   $129.7   $439.7   $1,572.0  
FY 2011  $337.7   $664.5   $175.2   $398.4   $1,575.8  
FY 2012  $341.7   $711.0   $170.7   $378.9   $1,602.3  
FY 2013  $373.0   $803.7   $134.7   $488.1   $1,799.5  











FY 2005  $1,663   $1,644   $367   $235  
FY 2006  $1,616   $1,630   $361   $253  
FY 2007  $1,526   $1,621   $387   $265  
FY 2008  $1,588   $1,664   $423   $276  
FY 2009  $1,628   $1,695   $419   $272  
FY 2010  $1,633  $1,655  $413  $248 
FY 2011  $1,583  $1,595  $460  $220 
FY 2012  $1,602  $1,658  $448  $207 
FY 2013  $1,727  $1,821  $353  $264 












































































































United States    152,631,911   583,355,134   735,987,045   ‐ 
Iowa    5,877,104    16,856,772    22,733,876  16 
Kansas    2,397,371    7,917,320    10,314,691  22 
Minnesota    2,546,136    7,426,037    9,972,174  23 
Missouri    1,810,513    8,027,662    9,838,175  24 
North Dakota    4,071,814    4,974,866    9,046,680  26 
Nebraska    731,073    4,898,630    5,629,703  31 
Colorado    560,678    1,662,664    2,223,343  36 
Wyoming    565,358    1,472,358    2,037,715  38 














South Dakota  15.58    5 
Nebraska  53.55    14 
North Dakota  58.91    16 
Wyoming  68.33    20 
Kansas  71.86    24 
Iowa  83.27    26 
Minnesota  91.24    27 
Colorado  92.17    28 







2002  2003  2004  2005  2006  2007 
Commercial  1.64  1.72  1.82  1.62  1.68  1.79 
Industrial  5.76  5.72  5.95  5.86  6.54  7.35 
Residential  2.89  2.76  2.52  2.51  2.34  2.54 
Transportation  11.79  12.11  12.28  12.29  12.47  12.63 
Electric Power  19.88  20.78  20.39  21.08  20.91  20.12 
Total  41.96  43.09  42.94  43.37  43.95  44.42 
             
  2008  2009  2010  2011  2012  2013 
Commercial  2.08  1.87  1.86  1.87  1.58  1.98 
Industrial  7.57  7.22  7.81  8.45  9.04  9.09 
Residential  2.87  2.68  2.67  2.64  2.062  2.72 
Transportation  12.38  12.53  14.67  14.16  13.76  13.99 
Electric Power  21.61  22.84  22.83  25.14  24.14  25.77 












Rank   2004  2008  2011  2013  2016 
United States    1,286    1,301    1,320    1,305    1,303  ‐‐ 
Missouri    26    29    33    33    33  14 
Minnesota    24    25    25    25    25  17 
Colorado    18    20    18    18    19  21 
Nebraska    12    13    13    13    15  25 
Kansas    12    12    12    12    12  34 
Iowa    13    12    11    11    11  37 
South Dakota    2    2    2    2    2  47 
Wyoming    2    2    2    2    2  58 


































2001    9,601,101    9,339,094  97.3% 
2002    13,108,748    12,941,403  98.7% 
2003    18,177,388    18,092,191  99.5% 
2004    20,145,099    20,097,339  99.8% 
2005    21,082,285    21,048,000  99.8% 
2006    18,842,321    18,797,576  99.8% 
2007    17,409,779    17,358,782  99.7% 
2008    16,979,499    16,931,956  99.7% 
2009    15,174,931    15,132,738  99.7% 
2010    14,727,942    14,671,446  99.6% 
2011    11,268,159    11,217,172  99.6% 
2012    10,523,944    10,453,460  99.3% 
2013    11,858,514    11,785,649  99.4% 














Cargill Meat Solutions, Corp.  Schuyler    4,977,468  42.2% 
Tyson Fresh Meats, Inc  Dakota City    4,424,530  37.5% 
Tyson Fresh Meats, Inc.  Lexington    1,529,869  13.0% 
Smithfield Farmland Corp.  Crete    492,820  4.2% 
West Point Dairy Products, LLC  West Point    41,669  0.4% 
MG Waldbaum Co.  Wakefield    32,982  0.3% 
Nestle Purina Petcare Co.  Crete    31,572  0.3% 













United States    215,550,257.05   
Nebraska    11,626,513.42  6 
Iowa    3,589,599.80  19 
South Dakota    2,829,537.21  25 
Missouri    2,253,728.08  28 
Minnesota    1,608,868.66  32 
Colorado    1,494,986.19  33 
Kansas    1,253,829.53  34 
North Dakota    202,149.56  40 



















































Systems  877  178  998  2,053  1,509  544  74  4% 
Population 




Systems  1,127  135  655  1,917  1,766  151  60  3% 
Population 




Systems  887  45  90  1,022  650  372  109  11% 
Population 




Systems  961  502  5,655  7,118  6,998  120  51  1% 
Population 




Systems  1,475  224  1,084  2,783  2,549  234  187  7% 
Population 




Systems  589  160  574  1,323  1,247  76  144  11% 
Population 

























Systems  332  28  182  542  411  131  14  3% 
Population 




Systems  456  24  164  644  500  144  82  13% 
Population 




Systems  313  90  392  795  653  142  25  3% 
Population 



































  United States  Nebraska   
1990  6.57  5.57  84.8% 
1991  6.75  5.48  81.2% 
1992  6.82  5.53  81.1% 
1993  6.93  5.54  79.9% 
1994  6.91  5.49  79.5% 
1995  6.89  5.40  78.4% 
1996  6.86  5.32  77.6% 
1997  6.85  5.30  77.4% 
1998  6.74  5.30  78.6% 
1999  6.64  5.31  80.0% 
2000  6.81  5.31  78.0% 
2001  7.29  5.39  73.9% 
2002  7.20  5.55  77.1% 
2003  7.44  5.64  75.8% 
2004  7.61  5.70  74.9% 
2005  8.14  5.87  72.1% 
2006  8.90  6.07  68.2% 
2007  9.13  6.28  68.8% 
2008  9.74  6.58  67.6% 
2009  9.82  7.21  73.4% 
2010  9.83  7.52  76.5% 
2011  9.90  7.88  79.6% 
2012  9.84  8.37  85.1% 
2013  10.80  8.69  80.5% 





























































































































































































































































































































































United States    $1,375,306   
Missouri    $26,722  17 
Minnesota    $24,689  20 
Colorado    $19,701  26 
Iowa    $17,265  28 
Kansas    $15,253  31 
Nebraska    $10,294  35 
North Dakota    $7,629  39 
Wyoming    $5,458  46 





United States    $4,345   
North Dakota    $10,540  1 
Wyoming    $9,358  3 
Iowa    $5,583  7 
South Dakota    $5,569  8 
Nebraska    $5,508  9 
Kansas    $5,267  13 
Minnesota    $4,554  22 
Missouri    $4,421  25 














































































































































South Dakota  5,406  42 











Fiscal Year  Admissions  Releases  Recidivism 
2010‐2011  449  427  29% 
2011‐2012  425  474  27% 
2012‐2013  350  355  22% 
2013‐2014  203  245  17% 






Fiscal Year  Admissions  Releases  Recidivism 
2010‐2011  140  143  10% 
2011‐2012  140  145  9% 
2012‐2013  110  121  23% 
2013‐2014  89  99  6% 















United States    127      556   
Missouri    161    10    846    14 
Minnesota    159    12    952    12 
Iowa    138    14    1,116    3 
Nebraska    119    21    1,569    2 
Colorado    98    31    1,071    5 
South Dakota    81    34    994    9 
Kansas    71    39    349    43 
North Dakota    69    40    961    11 



























2014  NA  127    556  265    49 
2012  77%  184    888  421    74 
2011  77%  204    1,001  445    84 
2010  84%  225    1,084  508    92 
2009  84%  274    1,336  505    103 
2008  82%  306    1,398  560    121 
2007  81%  301    1,293  590    128 
2006  78%  315    1,256  600    141 
2005  79%  296    1,289  581    134 















2014  NA  119  1,569  779  69 
2012  93%  106  1,572  663  52 
2011  94%  98  1,731  668  59 
2010  90%  109  1,920  695  86 
2009  89%  159  2,153  594  78 
2008  92%  139  2,013  657  112 
2007  85%  138  1,823  644  109 
2006  87%  106  1,892  638  91 
2005  90%  105  1,935  656  95 






















































Nebraska Correctional Youth Facility    $6,111,434    $184.24    $67,247 
Tecumseh Correctional Center    $34,841,615    $103.18    $37,660 
Community Correctional Center‐Lincoln    $6,643,941    $48.98    $17,876 
Community Correctional Center‐Omaha    $3,353,841    $58.88    $21,491 
Nebraska State Penitentiary    $38,985,914    $96.39    $35,182 
Nebraska Correctional Center for Women    $10,467,919    $108.14    $39,472 
Diagnosis & Evaluation Center    $11,952,084    $91.50    $33,397 
Lincoln Correctional Center    $19,494,667    $109.94    $40,129 
Omaha Correctional Center    $17,469,419    $72.94    $26,625 
Work Ethic Camp*    $5,637,193    $51.35    $18,741 
Adult Parole**    $3,426,519    $9.75    $3,560 
Total Programs   $158,384,546    $78.83    $28,773 
































6/25/2015  Severe Storms    12    $13,752,020 
7/28/2014  Severe Storms    12    $4,020,170 
7/24/2014  Severe Storms    12    $13,190,691 
6/17/2014  Severe Storms    6    $21,593,086 
11/26/2013  Winter Storm    9  $3,000,000+ 
8/30/2012  Emergency Declaration/Fire    3    $5,661,715  
8/2/2011  Flood     12    $4,645,117  
8/12/2011  Flood    14    $106,615,663  
6/18/2011  Emergency Declaration/Flood    18    $0  
4/22/2011  Fire     1    $0 
10/21/2010  Storms/Flood    7    $2,896,659  
6/1/2010  Flooding    53    $16,366,211 
4/21/2010  Flooding    35    $10,785,830 
2/25/2010  Winter Storm    48    $6,010,888 
12/16/2009  Winter Storm    7    $3,638,100 
7/31/2009  Tornado/flood    13    $4,388,370 
7/18/2008  Spring Storms    4    $12,746,400 
6/20/2008  Storm/Tornado    61    $35,559,665 
5/30/2008  Storm/tornado    5    $2,296,100 
1/11/2008  Winter Storm    8    $8,040,984 
8/29/2007  Storm/flood    6    $1,297,060 
7/24/2007  Storms/flood    15    $2,937,801 
6/6/2007  Storms/flood    19    $7,303,416 
1/7/2007  Winter Storm    69    $160,749,169 
7/29/2006  Sioux Co. Fire    1    $2,385,620 
7/28/2006  Dawes Co. Fire    3    $1,964,127 
7/17/2006  Valentine Fire    1    $464,323 
1/26/2006  Winter Storm    29    $7,131,762 
6/13/2005  Katrina Assist  Statewide    $485,249 



































































































Number of Units  National Ranking Number of Units  National Ranking
Total   2,659  14  2,581  15 
County   93  10  93  10 
Municipal   530  16  530  16 
Town or township  454  13  419  13 
Special districts  1,294  8  1,267  8 



























Total   28.34  139.10 
County   0.96  5.01 
Municipal   6.21  28.56 
Town or township  5.21  22.58 
Special districts  11.84  68.28 




















































































Total    136.04    171.08 
Government administration    12.36    9.86 
Public safety    17.03    19.45 
Transportation    7.14    11.24 
Public welfare & public health    28.41    37.71 
Public works, planning, & recreation    5.38    12.95 
Utilities    1.15    0.00 
Education    58.62    69.69 
























































United States    $4,761.51   
Iowa    $5,480.06  5 
Minnesota    $5,151.94  10 
Colorado    $4,832.34  15 
Kansas    $4,333.55  26 
Wyoming    $4,239.18  31 
North Dakota    $4,081.54  37 
South Dakota    $4,035.00  39 
Nebraska    $3,828.26  45 












Total  $4,761.51    $3,828.26 
Government administration  $4,992.34    $4,244.70 
Public safety  $4,532.52    $3,703.66 
Transportation  $4,609.93    $3,940.53 
Public welfare & public health  $4,398.49    $3,490.31 
Public works, planning, & recreation  $4,185.36    $3,385.68 
Utilities  $6,387.17    $0.00 
Education  $5,005.90    $4,038.93 











































































Government administration    20.95    25.03 
Public safety    44.45    37.86 
     Police Officers Only    19.95    17.15 
     Firefighters Only    9.83    7.20 
Transportation    10.24    17.70 
Public welfare and health services    33.92    35.35 
Public works    7.11    4.96 
Leisure and Planning services    11.71    14.26 
Utilities    14.39    47.29 
     Electric Power    2.40    36.71 
Education    220.68    279.46 
     Elem & Sec Instructional Employees    144.29    193.56 
All Other    8.00  ‐‐‐ 











































































































































































































Total Prime Awards     $8,549.31     $5,755.78     67.3 
Contract    $1,319.94     $584.56     44.3 
Grant    $1,854.70     $1,473.62     79.5 
Loans    $15.14     $4.48     29.6 












































Direct general expenditure       $3,773.76    $3,752.78    99.4 
     Education services:    $867.47    $1,027.55    118.5 
     Social services and income maintenance:    $1,828.75    $1,714.68    93.8 
     Transportation:    $307.88    $396.57    128.8 
     Public safety:    $217.05    $202.02    93.1 
     Environment and housing:    $113.39    $150.85    133.0 
     Governmental administration:    $159.89    $105.26    65.8 
     General expenditure, n.e.c.:    $133.56    $118.39    88.6 




























































Direct general expenditure    $4,566.68    $4,469.56    97.9 
   Education services    $1,938.91    $2,270.10    117.1 
   Social services and income maintenance    $604.45    $452.50    74.9 
   Transportation    $283.69    $341.41    120.3 
   Public safety    $516.53    $344.80    66.8 
   Environment and housing    $507.00    $457.12    90.2 
   Governmental administration    $234.65    $190.75    81.3 
   Other general expenditure, n.e.c.    $284.78    $267.93    94.1 


























































Wyoming  $7,556.64    3 
Minnesota  $5,008.24    7 
Iowa  $4,785.15    9 
Colorado  $4,639.65    10 
North Dakota  $4,564.25    12 
Nebraska  $4,469.56    15 
Kansas  $4,421.81    17 
Missouri  $3,863.89    31 
























own sources     $3,406.15  $3,250.17    95.4%  $2,906.08 
 
$3,071.03    105.7% 
   Taxes     $2,439.95  $2,254.39    92.4%  $1,855.58  $1,979.90    106.7% 
      Property    $45.49    $0.06    0.1%  $1,377.10  $1,560.21    113.3% 
      Sales/gross receipts  $1,180.23  $1,103.44    93.5%    $298.72    $203.62    68.2% 
         General sales    $757.22    $752.00    99.3%    $209.99    $165.72    78.9% 
         Selective sales    $423.02    $351.44    83.1%    $88.73    $37.90    42.7% 
      Individual income    $832.22    $934.49    112.3%    $82.25  ‐‐‐  ‐‐‐ 
      Corporate income    $132.81    $84.11    63.3%    $22.99  ‐‐‐  ‐‐‐ 
      Motor vehicle lic.    $69.14    $47.58    68.8%    $5.34    $45.39    850.78% 
      Other taxes    $180.06    $84.71    47.0%    $69.19    $170.68    246.7% 
      Current charges    $581.22    $563.10    96.9%    $795.12    $841.68    105.9% 
      Misc. general rev.    $384.98    $432.68    112.4%    $255.37    $249.45    97.7% 


















































































Percent  Rank  Per Capita  Rank 
United States  71.8     $3,060    
South Dakota  99.9  1  $9  50 
Iowa  80.7  11  $1,946  37 
Nebraska  80.0  14  $1,285  42 
Wyoming  78.7  17  $3,337  22 
Missouri  76.6  18  $2,292  33 
Minnesota  74.7  19  $2,998  26 
Colorado  61.5  37  $4,893  9 
North Dakota  61.0  39  $3,151  24 
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Nebraska’s Legislative Planning Database - Telecommunications 
Introduction 
This benchmark examines Nebraska’s telecommunications by reviewing three broad areas: 
telephone/cell phone penetration; internet access; and sustainability of statewide services. The most 
currently available data at the time the data files were put together are used. 
Telephone/Cell Phone Penetration 
Almost all of the nation’s households have access to telephone service (land line or cell phone) and the 
differences among states are relatively small. In 2014, Nebraska ranked 22nd nationally and 5th among 
its neighbors in telephone service. In 2014, 97.7% of Nebraska households had telephone service. This 
was slightly above the national rate of 97.5%. 
The majority of Nebraskans have a cell phone. As of December 2013, there were 1.74 million cell phone 
subscribers in Nebraska. This was a 3.8% increase since December of 2013 and the 9th largest increase 
in the United States. 
Internet Access 
In 2014, 16% of Nebraska households did not have access to advanced telecommunications, and 
Nebraska is the 16th highest in the nation. Only Wyoming and Missouri had higher percentages of 
households without access. There was considerable difference between the urban and rural parts of the 
state, as 6% of urban Nebraska lacked access while 51% of rural Nebraska lacked access.  
The U.S. Census Bureau estimated that in 2014, 74.8% of Nebraska households had a broadband 
internet subscription. This is slightly lower than the national average of 75.1% and ranked 26th 
nationally and 4th in the region. Colorado at 81.2% was the highest in the region.  
Sustainability of Statewide Services 
There was a total of $37.3 million spent from the Nebraska Universal Service Fund in 2013. 
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Telephone/Cell Phone Penetration 
Telephone Penetration, Regional Comparison: 2014 
 
Percent of Households 
with Telephone Service 
National  
Rank 
United States 97.5% 
 Minnesota 98.0% 7 
North Dakota 97.9% 12 
Wyoming 97.8% 13 
Colorado 97.7% 20 
Nebraska 97.7% 22 
Iowa 97.5% 27 
South Dakota 97.4% 31 
Kansas 97.4% 32 
Missouri 97.2% 37 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2010-2014 American Community Survey 5-year estimate; prepared by UNO 
Center for Public Affairs Research, March 2016 







Change December 2012 December 2013 
United States  304,838,124   310,698,427  1.9   
Kansas  2,696,345   2,840,453  5.3 2 
Nebraska  1,674,509   1,737,810  3.8 9 
Colorado  4,878,245   5,062,317  3.8 10 
North Dakota   682,729   701,707  2.8 19 
Minnesota  5,154,137   5,286,442  2.6 21 
Missouri  5,667,940   5,747,959  1.4 30 
Wyoming  544,594   550,970  1.2 31 
South Dakota  749,568   755,903  0.9 33 
Iowa  2,776,901   2,782,421  0.2 37 
Source: Federal Communications Commission, Wireline Competition Bureau, Local Telephone 
Competition Data; prepared by UNO Center for Public Affairs Research, November 2014 
  




Presence of a Computer in the Household, Regional Comparison: 2014 
 




United States 85.1% 
 Colorado 90.6% 3 
Wyoming 88.4% 9 
Minnesota 87.5% 10 
North Dakota 85.7% 20 
Kansas 85.0% 25 
Nebraska 84.9% 29 
Iowa 84.4% 33 
Missouri 83.1% 39 
South Dakota 82.7% 42 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2014 American Community Survey 1-year estimate; prepared by UNO 
Center for Public Affairs Research, March 2016 
Percent of Households with a Broadband Internet Subscription, Regional Comparison: 2014 
 
Percent of Households 
With Broadband Internet 
National  
Rank 
United States 75.1% 
 Colorado 81.2% 5 
Minnesota 78.3% 13 
Wyoming 76.1% 19 
Nebraska 74.8% 26 
North Dakota 74.7% 27 
Kansas 74.5% 28 
Iowa 74.2% 29 
Missouri 71.6% 39 
South Dakota 71.6% 39 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2014 American Community Survey 1-year estimate; prepared by UNO 
Center for Public Affairs Research, March 2016 
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Percentage of Population without Access to Advanced Telecommunications*, Regional 
Comparison: January 2016 
  
Percent of Total 
Population 
without Access Rank 
Percent of Urban 
Population 
without Access 
Percent of Rural 
Population 
without Access 
United States 10%  4% 39% 
Wyoming 23% 7 3% 63% 
Missouri 20% 8 5% 61% 
Nebraska 16% 16 6% 51% 
Iowa 15% 18 4% 37% 
Kansas 15% 18 5% 49% 
North Dakota 14% 20 2% 37% 
Minnesota 12% 24 1% 43% 
South Dakota 11% 27 2% 26% 
Colorado 10% 30 4% 53% 
*The Federal Communications Commission determines that advanced telecommunications requires 
access to both fixed and mobile broadband services because more Americans use mobile services and 
devices to access the Internet for activities like navigation, communicating with family and friends and 
on social media, and receiving timely news updates away from home.  The Commission also retains the 
existing speed benchmark of 25 Mbps download/3 Mbps upload (25 Mbps/3 Mbps) for fixed services, 
but finds that the current record is insufficient to set an appropriate speed benchmark for mobile 
service. 
Source: Federal Communications Commission, 2016 Broadband Progress Report, January 2016; 
prepared by UNO Center for Public Affairs Research, March 2016 
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Sustainability of Statewide Services 
Nebraska Universal Service Fund Expenditures: 2011, 2012, and 2013 
 2011 2012 2013 
Arapahoe  $794,142   $635,413   $544,646  
Benkelman  $443,552   $362,843   $312,000  
Cambridge  $323,500   $258,520   $221,324  
CenturyLink  $1,111,083   $1,374,962   $2,174,395  
Citizens  $1,726,089   $3,804,576   $3,264,146  
Clarks  $257,099   $205,547   $176,039  
Cons Telco  NA  $104,366   NA 
Cons Tele  $510,227   $216,128   NA 
Cons Telecom  $550,500   $1,912   $187,346  
Cozad  $196,620   $155,457   $131,895  
Curtis  $342,688   $264,110   $139,462  
Dalton  NA  NA  NA 
Diller  $338,107   $277,545   $238,655  
Elsie  NA  NA  NA 
Glenwood  $938,453   $801,830   $686,445  
Great Plains  $10,978,849   $8,797,756   $7,549,258  
Hamilton  NA  $461,224   $391,786  
Hartington  $152,143   $120,329   $102,118  
Hartman  $123,012   $96,405   $199,735  
Hemingford  $577,297   $471,764   $379,840  
Hershey  $133,181   $105,151   $90,389  
Hooper  $55,569   $82,217   $105,976  
Huntel  $134,079   $799,220   NA - 
K&M  $282,780   $304,123   $222,135  
Keystone  $140,230   $100,877   $286,023  
Mainstay  $179,263   $150,847   $113,173  
Neb Central  $2,328,251   $1,989,187   $1,958,764  
Northeast  $2,054,800   $1,640,499   $1,404,035  
Pierce  $169,416   $242,535   $207,387  
Plainview  $231,898   $186,294   $160,190  
Qwest  $13,575,012   $11,117,328   $9,523,013  
Sodtown  NA  NA  NA 
Southeast  $476,384   $378,559   $322,563  
Stanton  $194,785   $154,893   $132,058  
Three River  $792,617   $634,288   $543,773  
Wauneta  $263,374   $215,456   $185,266  
Windstream  NA  $5,427,839   $5,319,358  
Total  $40,375,000   $41,940,000   $37,273,191  
Source: Nebraska Public Service Commission, NUSF-50 Model; prepared by UNO Center for Public Affairs 
Research, November 2014 
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Nebraska’s Legislative Planning Database - Transportation 
Introduction 
This benchmark examines Nebraska’s transportation by reviewing four broad areas: transportation 
infrastructure; accidents; transportation access; and transportation funding. The most currently 
available data at the time the data files were put together are used. Additional information can be found 
from the Nebraska Department of Roads’ website (http://www.dor.state.ne.us) and the Nebraska 
Department of Motor Vehicles’ web site (http://www.dms.state.ne.us). 
Transportation Infrastructure 
One aspect of the transportation infrastructure is the smoothness of its highways. Using a national 
standard, 99% of Nebraska’s Interstate highways were rated smooth, as were 91% of its non-interstate 
system state roads in 2014. The smoothness of interstate highways has held steady at 99% since 2008. 
Non-interstate roads rated as smooth fluctuated between 89% and 91% since 2006.  
Another aspect of the transportation infrastructure is the condition of the pavement. In 2014, 88% of 
the interstate system in Nebraska was in good or very good condition. This is a continued decrease in 
condition from 94% in 2012 and 91% in 2013. Only 74% of pavement of non-interstate system roads was 
rated good or very good in 2014. This percentage has held fairly steady since 2010. Overall, 75% of 
pavement in Nebraska was rated as good or very good in 2014, a percentage that has held fairly steady 
since 2010.  
A third aspect of the transportation infrastructure is highway performance. In 2012, Nebraska ranked 
2nd in overall highway performance. Only Wyoming was ranked higher in the nation and the region.  
The Federal Highway Administration reported that of the more than 15,000 bridges in Nebraska, 22.5% 
were rated as deficient in 2015, essentially equal to the national average. The state ranked 4th highest 
in the region and 27th in the nation.  
Accidents 
The number of railroad accidents in Nebraska is high but continues to decrease. Nebraska had 202 
railroad accidents and incidents in 2013. This ranked 18th nationally, and 7th in the region (a lower 
ranking indicates higher accident rate). This was down from 311 in 2008, a 54% drop.  
In 2014, Nebraska recorded 1.15 traffic fatalities per 100 million vehicle miles traveled, slightly up from 
1.09 in 2009. This was above the national average of 1.08 traffic fatalities and was 5th lowest in the 
region, behind Minnesota, Colorado, Iowa and Missouri.  
Transportation Access 
Very few residents of Nebraska or its neighboring states took public transportation to work. In 2014, this 
amounted to 0.7% of all commuters and ranked 40th nationally. Kansas, North Dakota and South Dakota 
recorded lower rates than Nebraska. All others in the region also are below the national average. 
In Nebraska, 81.2% drove to work alone in 2014, slightly more than in 2013. Also, 9.6% carpooled, 2.8% 
walked, 1.3% travelled by other means (such as taxi, motorcycle or bicycle) and 4.4% worked at home. 
The percentage break-down of the ways in which people commute to work has remained virtually the 
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same since at least 2009. Average commuting time in Nebraska in 2014 is 18.2 minutes, slightly more 
than 2013 and the 3rd lowest in the nation behind North Dakota and South Dakota. 
Another measure of transportation access is airline passenger boarding. In 2014, there were 2.25 million 
passenger boardings in Nebraska, an increase of 2.3%. The vast majority (90.0%) was from Eppley 
Airfield (the 60th busiest airport in the United States), and 7% was from Lincoln Airport (206th busiest in 
the United States). Traffic at Omaha and Lincoln was up. Traffic in Grand Island has increased from 7,961 
enplanements in 2008 to 61,400 in 2014 and it is now the 3rd busiest airport in Nebraska and 264th in 
the United States. Kearney has seen rapid growth but has dropped off recently. It is now the 4th busiest 
airport in the state, followed by Scottsbluff and North Platte. 
Transportation Funding 
Nebraska spent relatively more for highways than the rest of the nation. In 2013, local highway spending 
was $292 per capita, ranking at 8th in the nation. Nebraska is 42% above the national average in local 
highway spending; all other states in the region, except Missouri, also are above the national average.  
At the state level, Nebraska spent $395 per capita. Compared to the nation, state highway spending in 
Nebraska is 32.9% above the national average and 12th in the nation.  
  




Road Smoothness, Nebraska: 2002-2014 
 
Percentage of Miles Meeting or Exceeding Acceptable Ride Quality IRIs 




Total Highway System* 
(9,863 miles) 
2002 94% 84% 84% 
2003 92% 84% 84% 
2004 92% 85% 85% 
2005 95% 86% 87% 
2006 96% 90% 91% 
2007 97% 90% 91% 
2008* 99% 91% 92% 
2009 99% 91% 91% 
2010 99% 90% 91% 
2011 99% 90% 90% 
2012 99% 89% 90% 
2013 96% 90% 91% 
2014 99% 91% 91% 
Note: International Roughness Index (IRI) is a measure of the smoothness of roads. It measures 
pavement roughness in terms of the number of inches per mile, of millimeters per meter.  
*Formulas used to track condition were refined in 2008. 
Source: State of Nebraska Department of Roads Annual Report 2014; prepared by UNO Center for Public 
Affairs Research, March 2016 
Pavement Condition Rating, Nebraska: 2014 
 
Interstate System Non-Interstate System 
Total State Highway 
System 
Very Good Miles  306  3,437  3,743 
Good Miles  119  3,536  3,665 
Fair Miles  57  2,177  2,234 
Poor Miles  0  247  247 
Very Poor Miles  0  23  23 
Total  482  9,420  9,902 
Source: State of Nebraska Department of Roads Annual Report 2014; prepared by UNO Center for Public 
Affairs Research, March 2016  
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Pavement Condition Rating Percentage of Miles Good or Very Good, Nebraska: 2004-2014 
 
Interstate System Non-Interstate System 
Total State Highway 
System 
2004 96% 83% 84% 
2005 96% 84% 85% 
2006 94% 79% 80% 
2007 96% 78% 79% 
2008 96% 81% 82% 
2009 94% 78% 79% 
2010 93% 74% 75% 
2011 89% 73% 74% 
2012 94% 73% 74% 
2013 91% 73% 74% 
2014 88% 74% 75% 
Source: State of Nebraska Department of Roads Annual Report 2014; prepared by UNO Center for Public 
Affairs Research, November 2014 
Overall Highway Performance Ratings , Regional Comparison: 2011-2012 
 
2012 National Rank 2011 National Rank 
Wyoming 1 4 
Nebraska 2 2 
South Dakota 3 1 
Kansas 5 3 
North Dakota 6 7 
Missouri 12 13 
Iowa 18 12 
Minnesota 28 31 
Colorado 33 29 
Source: 21st Annual Highway Report on the Performance of State Highway Systems 1984-2012; 
prepared by UNO Center for Public Affairs Research, November 2014 
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(Percent of Total) 
National  
Rank 
United States  611,845 23.4%  
Missouri  24,398 25.7% 20 
Iowa  24,242 25.1% 22 
South Dakota  5,866 23.7% 23 
Nebraska  15,341 22.5% 27 
Wyoming  3,085 21.0% 30 
North Dakota  4,401 20.9% 32 
Kansas  25,047 16.3% 41 
Colorado  8,624 15.9% 43 
Minnesota  13,301 8.9% 50 
Source: Federal Highway Administration, U.S. Department of Transportation, Highway Bridges by State 
and Highway System 2015; prepared by UNO Center for Public Affairs Research, March 2016  
  




Railroad Accidents and Incidents, Regional Comparison: 2013 
 
Number of  
Accidents 




United States  11,598 -- -- 
South Dakota  37 0.3 45 
Wyoming  54 0.5 42 
North Dakota  110 0.9 33 
Colorado  113 1.0 31 
Iowa  163 1.4 25 
Kansas  197 1.7 20 
Nebraska  202 1.7 18 
Missouri  221 1.9 13 
Minnesota  237 2.0 12 
Source: U.S. Department of Transportation, Bureau of Transportation Statistics, State Transportation 
Statistics 2015; prepared by UNO Center for Public Affairs Research, March 2016 
Traffic Fatality Rate per 100 Million Vehicle Miles Traveled, Regional Comparison: 2014 
 
Fatality Rate 
per 100 Million  
Vehicle Miles Traveled 
National  
Rank 
United States 1.08 
 Minnesota 0.63 3 
Colorado 1.00 21 
Iowa 1.02 22 
Missouri 1.08 25 
Nebraska 1.15 27 
Kansas 1.25 34 
North Dakota 1.28 36 
South Dakota 1.47 43 
Wyoming 1.59 49 
Source: Highway Statistics 2014, Federal Highway Administration, United States Department of 
Transportation; prepared by UNO Center for Public Affairs Research, March 2016 
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Highway Traffic Fatality Rates, Regional Comparison: 2013 
 
Fatality Rate 
per 100,000 population 
National  
Rank 
United States 11.4  
Minnesota 7.1 7 
Colorado 9.1 17 
Iowa 10.3 23 
Nebraska 11.3 27 
Kansas 12.1 30 
Missouri 12.5 32 
Wyoming 14.9 39 
South Dakota 16.0 42 
North Dakota 20.4 48 
Source: Bureau of Transportation Statistics, U.S. Department of Transportation, State Transportation 
Statistics 2014; prepared by UNO Center for Public Affairs Research, March 2016 
  




Percentage of Commuters Traveled to Work by Public Transportation, Regional Comparison: 
2014 
 




United States 5.1%  
Minnesota 3.5% 14 
Colorado 3.2% 15 
Wyoming 1.6% 23 
Missouri 1.5% 27 
Iowa 1.1% 31 
Nebraska 0.7% 40 
Kansas 0.5% 44 
North Dakota 0.5% 45 
South Dakota 0.5% 46 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2010-2014 American Community Survey 5-year estimates; prepared by 
UNO Center for Public Affairs Research, March 2016 



















United States 76.4% 9.6% 5.1% 2.8% 0.6% 1.2% 4.4% 
Colorado 75.0% 9.8% 3.2% 3.0% 1.3% 1.1% 6.5% 
Iowa 80.3% 9.0% 1.1% 3.5% 0.5% 1.0% 4.6% 
Kansas 82.1% 9.5% 0.5% 2.4% 0.3% 1.0% 4.2% 
Minnesota 78.1% 8.8% 3.5% 2.8% 0.8% 0.9% 5.2% 
Missouri 81.6% 9.4% 1.5% 2.0% 0.3% 1.0% 4.3% 
Nebraska 81.2% 9.6% 0.7% 2.8% 0.5% 0.8% 4.4% 
North Dakota 79.9% 9.2% 0.5% 3.9% 0.5% 0.8% 5.1% 
South Dakota 78.8% 9.5% 0.5% 4.1% 0.5% 1.0% 5.5% 
Wyoming 76.6% 11.2% 1.6% 3.8% 0.9% 1.3% 4.7% 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2010-2014 American Community Survey 5-year estimates; prepared by 
UNO Center for Public Affairs Research, March 2016 
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Travel Time to Work, Regional Comparison: 2014 
 
Mean travel time to work (Minutes) National Rank 
United States 25.7  
Colorado 24.6 20 
Missouri 23.1 31 
Minnesota 23.0 33 
Kansas 19.1 43 
Iowa 18.9 45 
Wyoming 18.3 47 
Nebraska 18.2 48 
North Dakota 17.1 49 
South Dakota 16.9 50 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2010-2014 American Community Survey 5-year estimates; prepared by 
UNO Center for Public Affairs Research, March 2016 
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Passenger Boardings (Enplanements), Nebraska: 2013 and 2014 







60 Omaha Eppley Airfield 2,020,354 1,975,339 2.3% 
206 Lincoln Lincoln 142,205 138,787 2.5% 
264 Grand Island Central Nebraska Regional 61,400 57,165 7.4% 
411 Kearney Kearney Regional 8,384 13,096 -36.0% 
447 Scottsbluff Western Nebraska Regional/William 
B Heilig Field 
5,594 10,172 -45.0% 
462 North Platte North Platte Regional Airport Lee 
Bird Field 
5,016 10,421 -51.9% 
649 Omaha Offutt AFB 1,095 955 14.7% 
687 Chadron Chadron Municipal 777 2,244 -65.4% 
724 Alliance Alliance Municipal 472 1,426 -66.9% 
741 McCook McCook Ben Nelson Regional 401 1,978 -79.7% 
903 Holdrege Brewster Field 72 7 928.6% 
935 Valentine Miller Field 50 1 4900.0% 
975 Columbus Columbus Municipal 36 4 800.0% 
1108 Springfield J&J 13 0 0.0% 
1352 Fremont Fremont Municipal 4 14 -71.4% 
1431 Kimball Kimball Municipal/Robert E Arraj 
Field 
3 0 0.0% 
1507 Grant Grant Municipal 2 0 0.0% 
1581 Ainsworth Ainsworth Regional 1 121 -99.2% 
1589 Broken Bow Broken Bow Municipal/Keith Glaze 
Field 
1 5 -80.0% 
1635 Norfolk Norfolk Regional/Karl Stefan 
Memorial Field 
1 18 -94.4% 
60 Omaha Eppley Airfield 2,020,354 1,975,339 2.3% 
206 Lincoln Lincoln 142,205 138,787 2.5% 
264 Grand Island Central Nebraska Regional 61,400 57,165 7.4% 
411 Kearney Kearney Regional 8,384 13,096 -36.0% 
Source: Federal Aviation Administration, U.S. Department of Transportation, Passenger Boarding 
(Enplanement) and All-Cargo Data for U.S. Airports; prepared by UNO Center for Public Affairs Research, 
March 2016  




Local Highway Spending Per Capita, Regional Comparison: 2013 
 
Per Capita Highway Spending National Rank 
United States $204.76 
 North Dakota $807.65 1 
Minnesota $421.01 3 
South Dakota $400.77 4 
Iowa $314.42 6 
Nebraska $291.57 8 
Wyoming $291.14 9 
Colorado $284.66 10 
Kansas $265.33 12 
Missouri $199.74 25 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2013 State and Local Government Finances, population estimates 2013 ACS 
1-year estimates; prepared by UNO Center for Public Affairs Research, March 2016 
State Highway Spending Per Capita, Regional Comparison: 2013 
 
Per Capita Highway Spending National Rank 
United States $297.40 
 North Dakota $1,064.89 2 
Wyoming $902.39 3 
South Dakota $712.61 5 
Nebraska $395.30 12 
Iowa $389.55 14 
Kansas $338.02 24 
Minnesota $273.23 35 
Missouri $241.97 41 
Colorado $202.77 46 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2013 State and Local Government Finances, population estimates 2013 ACS 
1-year estimates; prepared by UNO Center for Public Affairs Research, March 2016 
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